of the four great P'owers. We therefore cannot agree with
those who underestimate this and, worse still, regard this
principle as a constraint on the development of international
cooperation.

Unlike earlier peace conferences, the entire work of the
Paris Conference has proceeded openly and publicly. This
conforms to -democratic principles. The Soviet delegation
welcomed a situation which made it possible for all nations
of the world to follow the work of the Conference, especial-
ly when the poress has reported our proceedings with due
objectivity and with a consciousness of its responsibility for
truthfulness of information. And now, too, we should re-
member that our work is under constant international public
scrutiny. This should promote a correct settlement of the
questions of the peace treaties, including those which still
remain unsettled.

I shall now pass to certain questions relating to the
Italian peace treaty.

II
ECONOMIC QUESTIONS OF THE TREATY
WITH ITALY
Of all economic 'questions of the Italian treaty, only the
one of -reparations directly concerns the interests of the
U.SJS.R. I would recall in this connection that the Soviet
delegation made its proposals concerning (reparations from
Italy in favour of the U.S.S.R., Yugoslavia, Greece, Albania
and Ethiopia as far back as September, 1945, in London.
Inasmu-ch as the Council of Foreign Ministers did not
examine this proposal as a whole, but only considered thc>
question of reparations for the Soviet Union, I would like
to dwell on this question-.
196